Introduction

Self-Help was awarded a grant by The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to identify unmet capital needs among community-based health service providers in North Carolina and to assess the feasibility of using Self-Help debt instruments to meet those needs.  The project focused on capital needs under $5 million.

Self-Help, one of the nation’s largest nonprofit Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), was founded in 1980 to promote community economic development.  We have provided over $185 million in financing to help minorities, women, rural residents, low-wealth families, and others buy homes, build businesses and strengthen community resources.

To date, Self-Help has made 66 loans to over 40 different health services organizations, distributing over $5.5 million.  55% of these loans are to nonprofit organizations.  40% of these organizations are located in rural communities.  These loans support adult day cares, supportive housing, primary care practices, and other health services.

In addition, Self-Help has made sixteen affordable home loans to individuals with developmental disabilities or to families with children with developmental disabilities through our Ventures in Homeownership program  These loans are made in partnership with the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services’ Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services.

Self-Help hopes that the information in this report will be useful to the lending community, especially CDFIs, funders and health organizations themselves.
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